PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

SCO NO. 220-221, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH

Petition No. 47 of 2010      
Date of hearing: 21.6.2011                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Date of Order: 27.6.2011
In the matter of :    Petition under Section 45 of the Electricity Act, 2003 for withdraw of electricity charges @ Rs.50/-  per BHP per month flat rate and @ 59 Ps/KWH from metered supply  AP consumers w.e.f. 3.11.2010 as per Punjab Council of Ministers decision dated 3.11.2010.





              AND

            In the matter of:      Punjab State Power Corporation Limited  
         Present:      
      Smt.Romila Dubey, Chairperson


            

      Shri Virinder Singh, Member     





      Shri Gurinderjit Singh, Member    
        For PSPCL:              Shri Ravinder Gautam, SE/TR-II




      Shri Deepak Gautam, Sr.XEN





      Shri Sarbjit Singh, Addl.SE O/O C.E./Commercial




      Shri Inderpreet Singh, AEE O/O C.E./Commercial

ORDER

              PSPCL has filed this petition under Section 45
 of the Electricity Act, 2003, to allow it to withdraw levy of  electricity charges @ Rs.50/-  per BHP per month for flat rate and @ 59 Paise per kWH for metered supply to  AP consumers with effect from  3.11.2010 as per the  Punjab Council of Ministers decision taken in its meeting held on  3.11.2010. This is  subject to payment of additional subsidy by the Government of Punjab on this account to PSPCL for period from 3.11.2010 to 31.3.2011. It was further prayed  to allow PSPCL to stop issuing AP bills. 

    The petition was heard on 28.12.2010. After hearing the arguments of PSPCL, order was reserved.

     The petition has been  re-heard on 21.6.2011.
    The Government of Punjab, Department of Power vide memo No.11/68/2010-PE2/4134 dated 29.12.2010, intimated that the Government of Punjab in its Cabinet Meeting held on 3.11.2010 decided to fully exempt the AP consumers from paying their bills which were earlier recovered from them. In this letter GoP further requested to intimate the amount of additional subsidy payable by the Government.

    The Commission intimated the Government of Punjab, Department of Power vide memo No.PSERC/Sr.AO/78/2010-11/7025 dated January 13, 2011 that the Government will be liable to pay additional subsidy of Rs.246.84 crore to PSPCL for the year 2010-11.


During finalization of Tariff Order for PSPCL for the year 2011-12, the Government of Punjab was requested by PSERC through D.O. No.576-77 dated 21.4.2011 to clarify whether AP consumers shall continue to be fully subsidized or partially subsidized as per State Cabinet decision dated 22.1.2010 as referred in GOP letter No.10/13/2011-EB2/169 dated April 19, 2011.


The Government of Punjab while confirming commitment to pay subsidy to PSPCL as determined by the Commission  conveyed vide memo No.11/68/2010/PE2/1681 dated 5th May 2011 that it has decided to continue its policy of providing subsidy to AP consumers during financial year 2011-12 as decided in CMM 3.11.2010.

             In view of this, the petition is allowed. 
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     Sd/-
(Gurinderjit Singh)
        (Virinder Singh)
                (Romila Dubey)     Member
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                 Chairperson
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